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Plate 4 (Color) Pleasures in Arashiyama by Mokubei
Hanging scroll, ink on paper

H. 30.1 cm, W. 60.0 cm

KONO Motoaki

The inscription on this painting describes how Mokubel painted the work for the Osaka sencha master
Tanaka Kakud, depicting the scene in the 3rd month of 1825 (Bunsei 8) of Kakué and Mokubei setting out to
enjoy tea under the cloud-like splendor of cherry blossoms in full bloom, overlooking Kaigawa.

The white clouds appear in the painting as a leitmotif, with the Togetsukyo Bridge seen to the right of the
clouds, and the figures of Kakuo and Mokubei shown on the bridge. The tahoto-style pagoda of Dajkakﬁji appears
to the left of the clouds.

The character “ga,” read as the verb egaku, literally to paint a picture, frequently appears in Mokubei's
inscriptions on his paintings, but in this case Mokubei used the character “zx,” which implies drawing or
sketching rather than pa.mtmg While it can be thought that Mokubei chose the character “zx” to infer that the
work 1s close to a true-view image based on an actual experience, rather than a painting with its implied addition
of 1magination, this' verb choice might also be related to the painting style he chose for the work, the
monochromatic linear depictioﬁ method known as hakubyoga.

Mokubei's close friend Tanomura Chikuden espoused a philosophy of sefsu, literally clumsiness or
awkwardness. In this aesthetic, painting from the heart is more meaningful that a technically skilled depiction.

This painting, with its stuttering brushwork, may have been a reflection of this setsu aesthetic.
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